
A+ NEWS

In brief

Steel begins to recover

Presider
a European-level Italian company.

A+Gestiq
we’ve got labelling covered

Bauma 2013…
an event which really counts

Arma+ in the fray

A+ has the wind in its sails.

january 2013

Onward and upward!

It’s a real pleasure for me to be presenting the second issue of A+News to you. Many of 
you have been in touch to let us know that you appreciated reading the first edition, last 
July. We’d like to continue keeping you up to date.
The Arma+ approach is all about making progress and forging ahead. For almost thirty 
years, Arma+ and Arboss have been at your side in setting up the best solutions for your 
factories. Constantly in motion, working to build the most innovative and best-matched 
products – this comes as second nature to us.

And the merger of Arma+ and Arboss on 1st January 2013 is 
infused with this same spirit. Our teams have been reinforced, 
and management restructured. Throughout the year, we will be 
offering innovation and improvement at events such as the Bauma 
trade fair, for example. A wave of new solutions is on the horizon 
- covering organisation, graphic charters and product innovation 
(software, hardware, services - even consumables, such as tags). 
We always seek to go one step further, the better to serve you. Your 
satisfaction is our main priority.

All the very best for 2013.

Jean-Jacques TOUYA, CEO, Arma +

Production of crude steel (very) slightly up
+0.5 % - this is the increase observed in worldwide crude steel production for 2012 (at the end of October) 
in comparison with 2011. And, the distribution of this development is geographically uneven. Europe 
sees a decline of 6.3% to 14, 394 kT, while the USA reverses the trend of the first half of the year with a 
drop of 3.3% (to 7,487 kT). With regard to Brazil, India and China, growth is around 6% to 7% for respective 
production of 2,923, 6,372 and 60,223 kT (almost half of world production!) in the current year. Two other 
major Asian players – South Korea and Japan – see their levels fall by around 7%. Beyond the EU, annual 
growth is 1.5% above that of 2011. In terms of value, the average price of all steel products combined is at 
its lowest point since October 2010, at $717/metric ton.

(Source FFA, Worldsteel and MEPS).

Presider and Arma+: a relationship that was born to last.
Created in 1985, Presider S.p.A. is one of the leaders in rebar manufacture for building 
and public works, through the broad range of products and services it offers. Presider 
has the twin benefits of a very strongly consolidated position and a solid reputation, 
both on the Italian market and internationally. It has a production capacity of 150,000 
metric tons per year, achieved on a 50,000 m² site which houses 23,000 m² of 
workshops. The company employs almost 60 people. The high level of automation in 
the workshops allows Presider to be active on a great many railway, road, and industrial 
sites. Presider currently works with the country’s biggest construction companies. It 
is also active in France and Switzerland.

The group’s IT director, Mr R. Chiabotto, tells us about a lasting relationship.
 
Why did you choose A+ software for the management of your production? 
R. Chiabotto : We were looking for a supplier with real experience in the rebar field, capable of meeting 
the development needs of a young, fast-growing company. Even back in 1995, Arma+ was already a 
benchmark among publishers for rebar manufacturers at European level. We were the first company in 
Italy to adopt it.

How would you describe your relationship with Arma+?
RC : Excellent! Arma+ has always proved itself to be both attentive and receptive in developing solutions 
which respond to the specific issues we face on our national market.

What advantages does A+ software offer your company?
RC : Rather than using ‘classic’ software, we are using vertical software specially designed to deal with all 
the aspects that are inherent to the activity of a rebar manufacturer: sales, production, logistics, quality 
and administration. This software package was developed by professionals, and integrates in-depth 
knowledge of the issues facing our sector. 

What would you like to see improved?
RC : Our current solution, which includes automation of the entire production cycle, achieves efficiency 
gains by optimising every phase of production. We are also better able to check the quality of the finished 
product.

How do you see the future of your activity with Arma+?
RC : We’ve known each other for a long time now, and we remain convinced that we made the right 
choice. We would like this collaboration to continue. Arma+ is a strong, well-prepared partner, able to put 
its services to work in order to keep pace with our development and in the consolidation of those markets 
at which our production is aimed.

A+Gestiq: the 21st century tagging solution.
In your workshop, not all labels share the same destination. Some will only be ‘live’ for a few hours, or a 
few days, and will never leave your premises. Others will be used for purposes of identification on the 
site, and must, by definition, be stronger and more durable (withstanding transport, weather, handling, 
etc.).

A+Gestiq is a labelling solution designed to facilitate your everyday work - while also saving you money. 
These new models are in PVC – a material that has long since proved its worth – and benefit from a full 
Research & Development programme.
The A+Gestiq pack includes ‘workshop’ and ‘site’ labels, as well as the A+Software module. 
This module, which is provided free of charge, enables A+Software to identify the label’s destination 
(workshop or site) as it is generated, sending it to the appropriate printer (or tray). These labels are 
exclusively compatible with solid ink printers (Xerox Phaser or ColorQube types). In this way, you are 
using the right materials, at the right price, while maintaining both quality and fluidity in your work.
To optimise costs and regulate our raw material purchases, A+Gestiq also includes online customer stock 
management in real-time.

A+Gestiq thus offers the best solution on the market, at a highly economic price, and without 
compromising on quality:
- A solution that is both high-performance and economic: savings in excess of 20% are generally observed
- Two qualities are on offer: Workshop and Site
- An improved match between support/purpose is more respectful of the environment
- The material used has proved its worth over more than 20 years, and is free of static electricity 
- The time-saving A+Software module is provided 
- Constant quality is guaranteed

We offer a free diagnosis, including calculation of savings generated, by conducting a simulation of 
your consumption over the past 12 months. This takes just a few minutes – so do get in touch.

Fighting spirit, teamwork, joint effort, respect, 
willingness, surpassing oneself and humility: 
these are rugby values, which Arma+ holds in 
high esteem. 
The world of rugby offers a true education in life 
- a positive and healthy approach to sport. For 
several years now, Arma + has sponsored the 
Nantes Stadium (and more particularly the rugby 
school) to instil these values in children. Several 
Arma + employees are passionate about it. On the 
pitch, they share their enthusiasm, with many 
customers from Australia, South-Africa, England, 
and Italy, among  other. The Nantes Stadium is 

developing on an exceptional 5-hectare site, at the very heart of the city. The training centre is a hothouse 
for talented youngsters; its ambition is to train tomorrow’s elite. The club’s first team is achieving well at 
regional level. This sponsorship is a perfect expression of the company’s anchorage in its territory, and 
its manager’s attachment to his roots - as well as to the values on which the development of Arma+ have 
been founded ever since its creation almost 30 years ago.

Windows 8 ® - more flexible, more fluid, faster, and with an improved interface, is fast becoming a must in 
the world of business. As is only to be expected, the A+ software package is already 100% compatible with 
Microsoft’s latest innovation, accompanying you in your transition to the latest computer technology.
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Arma+ at the Bauma Trade Show
Unmissable for each of us, Arma+ will once again be present at this 
year’s international building trade show:

Bauma in Munich (Germany), from 15th to 21st April 2013.
See you there! Hall C3, Stand 300

A seagoing passion 
Being anchored in the Atlantic, Arma+ (like its founder) 
has always had its sea legs - and a passion for setting sail 
in all weathers. So it is no coincidence that we sponsored 
a boat competing in the 27th “Tour du Finistère à la Voile”. 
This race - mythical for local sailors as well as those from 
further afield - takes place every summer in 6 stages, 
with stopovers at a few of the most beautiful ports of 
western France. In 2012, 96 sailors and 700 crew members 
competed over more than 200 nautical miles - and a 
challenge sharing so much passion with Arma+ could 
never fail to arouse our interest.

contents

editorial

Page 2
> Market News
Steel begins to 
recover

> Did you know? 
A+ has the wind in 
its sails.

Page 3
> Testimonial
Presider – a 
European-level 
Italian company.

Page 4
>Product focus 
A+Gestiq – we’ve got 
labelling covered

> In brief
Bauma 2013…
an event which really 
counts

> Tip…
A window to shed 
light

Page 5
> A+ Group News
Arma+ in the fray

 > A+ software

Already Windows 

8-compatible 

A+Software provides you with a set of tools that will both save you 
time and display essential information for you.
Beginning with the search window: located to the left of the main window, it allows 
you to filter data, using predefined criteria. Use the little checkbox alongside each 
criterion to save your filter. You can also access saved data more quickly by directly 
entering the value desired in the column heading. All that remains to be done is to 
choose which data is to be displayed (right-click on the column header), and then 
lay it out simply by dragging and dropping, putting it in increasing or decreasing 
order by clicking on the header.
Multi-ordering is also available by holding down the ‘alt’ button: you can refine 
your search by choosing a first column, then a second, then a third, and so on. (e.g.: 
Site by town, then by name. Articles by stock management, then by family, then by 
name)

One little tip: remember to check regularly that your backup is working properly, 
so as to avoid any loss of data in the event of a major incident: theft, fire, material 
damage, etc. You can contact our technical support team for guidance with this 
procedure: support@armaplus
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